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WHO IS LIKE YAHWEH? 
THE GOD OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS 

REVEALED IN THE SONGS OF MOSES 

“The world is charged with the grandeur of God.”1 Nothing is more important to God 

than his own glory, and nothing places that glory in the forefront of the minds of those created in 

his image like songs which magnify his name. Scripture is full of such songs, from the 

Pentateuch to Revelation, as Spirit-inspired authors show the people of God why and how he is 

to be praised. 

The songs of Moses in Exodus 15 and Deuteronomy 32 were written at pivotal 

moments in the history of Israel, bookending the nation’s wilderness journey. They instructed 

two generations of Israelites about Yahweh their God, as the people sang about their past and his 

promises. These songs remain instructive for Christians today, particularly in the light of the 

further revelation of Jesus Christ the Messiah, by which we see the truths revealed about God 

more fully than even Moses himself did when he wrote them. 

The Song of Moses in Exodus 15 

Following the dramatic events of the plagues pronounced by Moses against the people 

of Egypt, culminating in the death of every firstborn son and the institution of the Passover, 

Pharaoh finally relented and let God’s people go. His heart did not long remain soft, however, 

and he pursued his former captives to the edge of the Red Sea. When all hope seemed lost, the 

Lord provided a means of escape, empowering Moses to miraculously part the sea so that the 

                                                 
 

1 Gerard Manley Hopkins. “God’s Grandeur,” line 1. This poem appears in James M. Hamilton,  
Jr., God's Glory in Salvation through Judgment: a Biblical Theology (Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway, 2010). Incidentally, I 
had the honor of performing in the world premiere of a musical setting of this text by composer Robert Jager. The 
thoughts of the glory of God evoked by that performance reinforce the thesis of this paper. 



3 
 

Israelites could cross on dry land. The salvation of Israel is here accomplished by God’s 

judgment against the Egyptians, as he causes the waters to crash back down, destroying one of 

the mightiest armies in the ancient world.2 This set the table for the first song recorded in 

Scripture. 

Yahweh is His Name 

Egypt, like the rest of the nations in the world, worshiped a multitude of false gods. 

After more than 400 years of captivity, the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob had been 

influenced by gods other than the God of their fathers. When the time came to deliver his people 

from bondage, the one true God showed great concern for his own name, differentiating himself 

from his rivals. Just as he had revealed himself to Moses in Exodus 3:14-15, Moses reveals the 

identity of the Lord in the final line of his song’s first stanza: “Yahweh is his name” (Ex. 15:3).3 

The song’s climax in verse 11 asks, “Who is like you, Yahweh, among the gods?” It is 

quite apparent that God, through Moses, intends for those who sing this song to remember who 

he is! As Douglas Stuart points out, this is a common thread throughout the worship of Israel: 

“[T]he vast majority of Israel’s psalms and music about God use the name Yahweh 

predominantly—as a safeguard and against misuse and misunderstanding and because there is a 

greater sense of personal identity to the name Yahweh than to the more generic title God.”4 

This significance ascribed to the name of the Lord extends throughout the Old 

Testament and into the New. Jesus Christ identified himself as this same God (John 8:58), and 

the epistles make explicit reference to Jesus possessing the same attributes, and being worthy of 

the same reverence given to Yahweh by the Jews. In the New Testament, we see that believers 

                                                 
 

2 Hamilton, God’s Glory in Salvation Through Judgment, 96. 

3 Most Scripture references in this paper are from the English Standard Version (Wheaton, Ill: 
Crossway, 2001), though I have frequently changed references to God’s name from “the LORD” to “Yahweh” to fit 
the paper’s theme. 

4 Douglas Stuart, Exodus: New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 2006), 348. 



4 
 

are assembled (1 Cor. 5:4); washed, sanctified, and justified (1 Cor. 6:11); forgiven (1 John 

2:12); and sent out (3 John 15) in Jesus’ name. The name of God is not to be reviled (1 Tim. 6:1). 

Jesus has been given the name that is above every name—Yahweh—the name at which every 

knee will one day bow (Eph. 2:9-10; cf. Is. 45:23). 

But simply knowing God’s name is not enough. Yahweh’s people also need to know 

what that name entails, so we turn our attention next to the characteristics this song attributes to 

God. 

Yahweh is a Man of War 

The song in Exodus 15 is first and foremost a war song. While in the contemporary 

evangelical subculture it is not always popular to think about God as a warrior, this is exactly 

how he portrays himself in Scripture. The people of Israel needed to know that their God was 

mighty, able to overcome any opposition that may come against them. They needed to know that 

he was greater than the false gods of the land they were leaving and the lands they were going to 

possess. 

God’s power was certainly on display in his annihilation of the Egyptian army. Over 

and over again this song boasts of God’s power over his enemies. Each of the first three stanzas 

recounts the deeds of Yahweh, who has triumphed both over “Pharaoh’s chariots and his host” 

(Ex. 15:4) and the “gods” (15:11). The final stanza shows the inhabitants of Philistia, Edom, 

Moab, and Canaan trembling at the approach of Israel because of the reputation of Yahweh. After 

all, what chance did those nations have against the conqueror of mighty Egypt?5 This is the 

desired effect, as “God meant for the deeds recorded in this book to be recounted, so that his 

                                                 
 

5 Mark Dever writes, “If God wants to make his might known and his renown great, what good would it 
do to triumph over a tribe of nomads or some lesser nation? God led Joseph down into Egypt and placed Israel’s 
children there, because he was preparing Egypt to be the special stage on which he would display his glory for all 
the world to witness.” Mark Dever, The Message of the Old Testament: Promises Made (Wheaton, Ill: Crossway, 
2006), 102. 
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fame would continue to be magnified and increased.”6 

God’s people still need to know that he is able to do far more abundantly than all that 

we ask or think (Eph. 3:20). The book of Revelation is replete with imagery of Jesus Christ as a 

mighty warrior returning to vanquish the foes who have been persecuting his children. Just as the 

armies of Egypt were drowned in the Red Sea, all of God’s enemies will one day be thrown into 

the Lake of Fire (Rev. 20:14-15). This imagery is comforting to believers facing persecution, just 

as the Jewish people were comforted by Pharaoh’s defeat. 

This song is not just about judgment and wrath, however. It is also about mercy and 

love. 

The Redeeming Love of Yahweh 

In the ancient world, it was not unusual to think of the gods as warriors. But a God 

who is righteous, merciful, and loving? That was unheard of! Yet that is exactly what we see in 

Exodus 15.  

This God, this terrifying warrior, is guiding the people of Israel because of his 

steadfast love toward them (15:13)! Even here, almost 1500 years before Calvary, we see the 

language of redemption, of a people having been “purchased” (15:16) by the Lord. Because of 

this, and because of the mighty works he has already displayed, they can have confidence that 

Yahweh “will bring them in” to the promised land (15:17), and that he will “reign forever and 

ever” (15:18). Our confidence in the finished work of Christ is based on the same assurances. 

The lesson of Exodus 15 is one of the most difficult—but most important—concepts 

in Scripture: God’s love and his wrath are not set in opposition to one another. Rather, they are 

inseparably linked. God displays his love toward Israel by exercising his wrath against evil 

Egypt. In the same way, God showed his love toward his believing children by exercising his 

                                                 
 

6 Ibid. 
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wrath against sin, poured out upon Christ on the cross. 

The Song of Moses in Deuteronomy 32 

Incredibly, the generation which witnessed the parting of the Red Sea, followed the 

pillar of cloud & fire, and heard the voice of God himself at Mt. Sinai still turned their hearts 

away from Yahweh toward other gods. Because of their disobedience, this generation was 

sentenced to wander in the wilderness for 40 years, never to enter the promised land. As that 

generation passed away and the next generation prepared to enter the land, Moses delivered 

another song to the assembly of Israel before climbing Mount Nebo to face his own   

punishment. 

The Song of Yahweh 

Whereas Exodus 15 records a war song, Deuteronomy 32 presents “a warning song, 

addressing Israel’s evil and God’s victory over it.”7 The God who shows his love toward Israel 

by judging their enemies also shows his loving concern for Israel’s holiness by judging their own 

sins. When Moses and Joshua met with the Lord in the tent of meeting before addressing the 

nation, Yahweh himself dictated this song to them (Deut. 31:19), leading Daniel Block to suggest 

it should be called “The Song of Yahweh.”8 

Like in Exodus 15, the Song of Moses from Deuteronomy 32 recounts events from 

Israel’s recent history. Rather than focusing primarily on Yahweh’s mighty deeds, however, this 

song focuses on the foolishness of Israel. Moses was reminding the people of the wickedness of 

their parents’ generation so that they might learn from it. The Lord did this to display his perfect 

justice in the punishments doled out against his people (32:4). 

This song is one of the first references to God as a Father (32:6). Viewing the 
                                                 
 

7 Douglas Sean O’Donnell, God’s Lyrics: Rediscovering Worship Through Old Testament Songs 
(Phillipsburg, N.J.: P&R Publishing, 2010), 31. 

8 Cited in O’Donnell, God’s Lyrics, 29. 
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relationship of Yahweh to Israel as one of a father to disobedient children helps to put the 

punishment of the wilderness generation in the proper perspective. As the author of Hebrews 

teaches, a loving father must discipline his children in order to yield “the peaceful fruit of 

righteousness” (Heb. 12:5-11; cf. Prov. 3:11-12). 

Jeshurun Grew Fat 

Like every earthly father, Yahweh occasionally refers to his children by a “pet name.” 

Periodically in the Old Testament, he refers to Israel as “Jeshurun,” meaning “the upright one.” 

In Deuteronomy 32, however, the term is used sarcastically (32:15). Israel was decidedly not 

acting in an upright manner. They forsook their Creator, scoffed at his salvation, and made him 

jealous by worship other gods. 

Israel’s disobedience is rooted in their satisfaction apart from the provision of Yahweh. 

They “grew fat,” and in their fatness they forgot God’s works and neglected his commands. As 

Douglas Sean O’Donnell writes, “forgetfulness is not neutral. To not remember is to replace; to 

not remember God is to replace him with other gods, which are no gods at all.”9 Israel needed to 

be reminded of who they were, who Yahweh was, and what they owed him. 

Similarly, Peter writes to Christians to stir up their sincere minds “by way of 

reminder,” exhorting them to “remember the predictions of the holy prophets and the 

commandment of the Lord and Savior” (2 Pet. 3:1-2). The other New Testament writers also 

constantly point readers back to our failures, and to God’s mercy. 

Gospel Music 

After the first 33 verses of the “Song of Yahweh,” the people of Israel must surely 

have been thinking of themselves, “Wretched nation that we are! Who will deliver us from this 

cycle of death?” Yet after reading the conclusion of the song, they could rejoice—as Paul would 

                                                 
 

9 O’Donnell, God’s Lyrics, 33. 
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one day rejoice in his letter to the Romans—“Thanks be to God!” 

The judgments of God in Deuteronomy 32 are accompanied by a promise that 

“Yahweh will vindicate his people and have compassion on his servants” (32:36). What 

wondrous love is this? In the midst of his righteous indignation and wrath against ungodliness—

including their own—the Lord calls his people to do something surprising: rejoice! The reason 

for this rejoicing is God’s promise to “make atonement for his land and people” (32:43, NIV). 

While the assembly of Israel could not have known what form this atonement would 

one day take, the promise with which this song ends is not merely “empty words,” but their 

“very life.” It was with faith in this promise that they would cross the Jordan to possess their land 

(32:47). It is faith in this very atonement by which Christians become “more than conquerors,” 

able to persevere through many trials in the confident assurance that nothing can separate us 

from God’s love (Rom. 8:37-39). 

Paul also quotes Deuteronomy 32:21 in Romans 10:19, demonstrating that it had been 

prophesied long ago that saving faith in the promise of God’s salvation would be extended to the 

Gentiles, both as a result of Israel’s disobedience and as a tool to one day achieve the salvation of 

the Jews. This is why the Septuagint—well before Christ—translates the beginning of 

Deuteronomy 32:43 as “Rejoice O Gentiles, with his people,” to “convey the expectation that 

God would one day bring the light to the entire Gentile world.”10 For this reason, we can—and 

will!—rejoice as we sing the Song of Moses with God’s people for all eternity. 

The Song of Moses in Revelation 15 

In his apocalyptic visions of heaven, John reports that he saw the redeemed of the 

Lord singing “the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb” (Rev. 15:3). 

This shows that the songs sung by the people of God in the wilderness will be fulfilled ultimately 

                                                 
 

10 Wayne Grudem, ed., The ESV Study Bible, English Standard Version (Wheaton, Ill: Crossway, 2008), 
note on Deuteronomy 32:43, 380. 
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by the triumph of the Lamb. The deliverance of Israel from bondage in Egypt pointed to the 

future deliverance of spiritual Israel from bondage to sin. The judgments exhibited by God in the 

Old Testament pointed to the future pouring out of his wrath against worldly wickedness and 

apostate Christianity at the end of the age. 

There is some disagreement over whether this mention of the “Song of Moses” refers 

to Exodus 15, Deuteronomy 32, or both.11 Ultimately, it doesn’t matter, as the themes are really 

the same. In both of the songs of Moses in the Pentateuch (as well as Psalm 90, also attributed to 

Moses), the purpose is to glorify God by making his name and reputation great among the 

nations. In both, Yahweh’s attributes are on display for the people of Israel, and for the world. 

Songs for the Ages 

These are the same themes which run throughout the entirety of the Bible. In fact, 

even the songs themselves seem to have been sung by Israel over the centuries between the 

Exodus and the first advent of Christ, starting with Miriam leading the women of Israel in 

singing the Song of Moses again immediately after its first recitation (Ex. 15:21). 

In Psalms 113-118, known as the “Egyptian Hallel” for their connection with the 

Passover, Exodus 15 is quoted several times. Psalm 113:5 asks again, “Who is like Yahweh our 

God?” (cf. Ex. 15:11). The next several Psalms make mention of the parting of the Red Sea (Ps. 

114:3), God’s sovereignty over the nations, and his love and compassion toward his people as he 

delivers them from their enemies. “The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my 

salvation” (Ex. 15:2) is a celebration repeated in Psalm 118:14. Many other Psalms also 

reference phrases from the Songs of Moses and the Exodus from Egypt. 

                                                 
 

11 For instance, Michael Tilly argues that the reference is to the song in Deuteronomy, since the 
language in Revelation 15:3-5 is similar to that of Deuteronomy 32:3-4. See Maarten J.J. Menken and Steve Moyise, 
ed., Deuteronomy in the New Testament, (New York: T&T Clark, 2007), 154. However, G.K. Beale claims that the 
reference is primarily to the song in Exodus, but also includes Revelation 32. See G.K. Beale, The Book of 
Revelation: A Commentary on the Greek Text (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999), 783. Both of these sources are 
quoted in O’Donnell, God’s Lyrics, 23. O’Donnell casts his vote with Beale, as do I. 
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The psalms and songs of the Old Testament were the hymnbook of the New Testament 

church. John’s reference to the “Song of Moses” in Revelation 15 is likely proof that these songs 

were indeed familiar to the early church. It’s easy to see why. Songs which extol the virtues of a 

God who does not change (Num. 23:19; Ps. 102:26; Mal. 3:6; Ja. 1:17) are truly timeless! 

Conclusion 

Scripture provides us with songs such as those of Moses because singing is one of the 

primary means by which God’s people instruct and encourage one another (Col. 3:16). When 

Moses wanted to ensure that the Israelites did not forget what Yahweh had done at the Red Sea, 

he wrote a song. When the Lord wanted to ensure that the people going over the Jordan did not 

forget their covenant responsibilities or the promise of their deliverance, he dictated yet another 

song to his servant Moses. 

These songs are both instructive to us more than 3000 years later because they reveal 

the eternal character of Yahweh our God. In fact, they teach us more today than they taught the 

people of Israel in the wilderness, because we know how the story ends! We know how God 

intended to crush his enemies—including the last enemy to be destroyed, death (1 Cor. 15:26)—

once and for all. We know how God intended to purchase a people for himself and make 

atonement for their sins. We know how the love and wrath, the justice and mercy of Yahweh met 

at a cross on Golgotha. 

We know that the Song of Moses and the Song of the Lamb are really two verses of 

the same song. It’s the song we will sing with all the redeemed when Yahweh brings us home to 

the place he has made for his abode, the sanctuary which his hands have established, where he 

will reign forever and ever. 
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